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H. Peter Burg AkronReads Book Awards 
Application and Information 

  
Applications must be received by March 31 

Recipients will be notified the second week of April 
Awards will be presented at the annual AkronReads celebration luncheon in May 

  
AkronReads, an OhioReads initiative, is a community tutoring partnership between the Akron Public Schools 
and the AkronReads Business Partners a coalition of local businesses, government agencies, and nonprofit 
and civic organizations.  Since the program began during the 1999-2000 school year, thousands of 
employees from the AkronReads Business Partners organizations have volunteered their time to help ensure 
that Akron’s youngest students are reading at their grade level.  
 
The AkronReads Book Awards honor the late H. Peter Burg, Chairman and CEO of FirstEnergy.  As a 
member of Ohio Gov. Bob Taft’s OhioReads Business Council, Pete led the effort to establish AkronReads in 
partnership with the Akron Public Schools and area businesses.  
 
The AkronReads Business Partners encourage graduating seniors to apply for a book award in the spirit for 
which AkronReads was created.  
 
H. Peter Burg AkronReads Book Awards of $500.00 for the purchase of 
college textbooks are available to two graduating seniors from each of the 
following Akron Public High Schools:  
 

• Buchtel High School  
• East High School  
• Ellet High School  
• Firestone High School  
• Garfield High School  
• Kenmore High School  
• North High School  

 
If there is no applicant/winner in one of the high schools, the book award will go to a student of one of the 
other Akron high schools based on the strength of the student’s application/essay.  
 
The awards will be presented during the AkronReads Celebration Luncheon in May.  Winners are asked to be 
present, but this is not a requirement to receive the awards.  
 
Eligibility Requirements  

• To be eligible for the H. Peter Burg AkronReads Book Award, the student must:  
• Be a graduating senior from one of the Akron Public high schools.  
• Be accepted to an accredited college, university, junior/community college, or two-year/technical school 

in the United States.  (Acceptance is not required at the time of application, but is required when the 
award is presented.)  

• Submit a current high school transcript that demonstrates improvement in grades over the past four 
years.  

• Write a one-page essay (400 to 500 words) about a book that most influenced the student’s love of 
reading; essay must be typewritten and include a cover page with the student’s name, address, 
telephone number(s) and email address, if applicable.  
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H. Peter Burg AkronReads Book Awards Application (continued) 
 
Submission of Application  
 
The information applicants provide will help the award committee select recipients.  
 
To apply for the H. Peter Burg Akron Reads Book Award, please prepare and 
submit:  
 

 This Application (must be typed)  
 Official transcript submitted by counselor  
 Verification of acceptance to college/university (Verification may be waived at time of 
submission, but must be provided to receive the award.)  

 One-page essay (must be typed)  
 Letter of recommendation from a teacher or guidance counselor  

 
 
Completed application and supporting materials must be received by March 31.  Send to:   
 

Community Partnerships 
Akron Public Schools 

70 N. Broadway 
Akron, OH 44308 

 
Name                

Address               

City, State, ZIP              

Email:         Phone        

High School of Attendance             

Intended College and/or University            

Birth Date        Social Security Number      
Required if you receive an award  

 
 

 
For Guidance Counselor Only 

 
 
Guidance Counselor        Phone     

Comments:             

               

               

               

               


